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What Is Music?

https://www.neh.gov/humanities/2015/januaryfebruary/feature/what-music

Patrick Burke
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British ethnomusicologist John Blacking, in his 

widely read 1973 book, How Musical Is Man? (the 

answer is ñveryò) proposed that we define music as 

ñhumanly organized sound,ò which,while useful, is 

perhaps too broad.

It might be most accurateé to say that music is 

those sounds that people call music.

Many non-9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜǎ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ŀǎ άƳǳǎƛŎΦέ

https://www.neh.gov/humanities/author/patrick-burke


Works commonly 
registered under 
Performing Arts 
category

https://www.copyright.gov/registrati
on/performing-arts/index.html

Albums Audio Books Beats

Choreographic Works Comedy Routines / Stand Up 
Routines

Dances

Drama Instrumentation Interviews

Jingles Karaoke Live Concerts

Lyrics Method / Musical Instruction BooksMix Tapes

Music Music & Lyrics Music Editing

Musical Arrangement Musical Theater Musicals (Song / Script)

Pantomime Podcasts Remixes / Mashups

Sampling Screenplays Scripts

Songs Sound Effects Sound Recordings

Soundtracks Spoken Word Recordings Stage Plays

Synopses Teleplays Treatments

TV / Radio Broadcasts Vocals

https://www.copyright.gov/registration/performing-arts/index.html








https://www.loc.gov/collections/moldenhauer-archives/articles-and-
essays/guide-to-archives/music-history/

https://www.loc.gov/collections/moldenhauer-archives/articles-and-essays/guide-to-archives/music-history/

